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Bible Study

An Introduction to the Inductive Method

I meditate on your precepts

and consider your ways. 

I delight in your decrees;

I will not neglect your word. 

              Psalms 119:15-16

by Pastor Terry Keaton   
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The importance of this study – why we’re here

The purpose of this class is to introduce exegetical Bible study and to train believers in its use. Exegetical study is a careful, empirical examination of the elements in their direct contextual relationships to each other in an honest search for their deepest meanings. This means we let the message say what it’s Author intended.

If there is a God, then the Bible is his Word. The Bible is God’s primary way of communicating the things he wants man to know about His nature and His work. The Bible is a window into the heart and mind of God, but scripture says,

It is the glory of God to conceal a matter; (Proverbs 25:2)

To really get it, you’re going to have to want it. A daily superficial reading of the Word of God is better than not reading it at all, but one must not assume that he knows the Bible well because he reads it much. Truly understanding the spiritual truths of the Bible takes determination, meditation, and skillful application of proven principles. 

“Words must be turned over and over in the mind before their full force and beauty take possession of us. One must look a long time at the great masterpieces of art to appreciate their beauty and understand their meaning, and so one must look a long time at the great verses of the Bible to appreciate their beauty and understand their meaning.” (R.A. Torrey)

In addition to the hard work it is necessary to have a pure heart in that God will partner with the sincere seeker of truth through the illuminating work of the Holy Spirit. 

He has hidden much from those who are but casual readers, those who approach the Word with mere curiosity, and those who read it because they feel it is their duty to do so.

Bible study leads to the approval of God

Do your best to present yourself to God as one approved, a workman who does not need to be ashamed and who correctly handles the word of truth. (2 Timothy 2:15)

Paul urges a commitment to the Word by the workman (you and me) that assures divine approval because it is handled (interpreted and applied) correctly. Thus handled, means it sees appropriate interpretation and application in

…teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness 

with the result

… that the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work. (2 Timothy 3:16-17)

Bible study is necessary to avoid or refute error

Sola scriptura (by scripture alone) was a foundational doctrinal principle the Reformation. It is the assertion that the Bible as God's written word is self-authenticating, clear to the rational reader, its own interpreter (Scripture interprets Scripture), and sufficient in and of itself to be the only source of Christian doctrine.

There are four easily identified foundations for the religious and spiritual beliefs that people hold:

1. Traditions – this is a major basis for authority in the Roman Catholic church and is a problem for some conservative independent Protestant groups as well

2. Experiences – Pentecostals and many of the cults are noted for their reliance on experience for authority in religious practice

3. Logic or Reason – Liberal theologians use logic to attempt to explain spiritual phenomena such as miracles

4. The Bible – recognized as the only authority for faith and practice in the Christian walk by the vast majority of Protestants and all Evangelicals

We must never accept the traditions of men as equally authoritative to the Bible, no matter how noble or enduring they may be. 

We must never accept an experience that occurs to someone (usually dreams or visions) as being authoritative in determining doctrine or practice, even when it is articulated by trusted individuals. We use the Bible to interpret experience rather than allowing anyone’s experience to interpret the Bible.

We must resist the temptation to apply deterministic reasoning or logic to a particular subject or issue when the Word clearly speaks to it (trying to determine or specify a natural cause for the ability of the people of Israel to cross the Red Sea, for example). 

Either there is a supernatural reality in the person and work of the God of the universe or there is not. Human reason is subject to the Bible, not equal to or above it. Presuppositions regarding the Scriptures must be in harmony with the claims of the Scriptures and subject to correction by them (1 Cor. 2:1-6). God intends that human reason be used to its fullest extent, but within the context and under the authority of His Word rather than independent of it. The real problem with theological liberals is that they don’t believe in the supernatural.

Bible study reveals and confirms the will of our Lord

The thoughts of God are communicated to man in the Bible!

If we can see the Bible for what it really is we will desire to become skillful at applying every tool at our disposal to more clearly understanding its message.

We will benefit by divorcing ourselves inasmuch as it is possible from our 21st century cultural trappings in order to more fully understand the Word of God.

If we are truly disciples of Jesus then he is our Rabbi. We will desire to know every detail of his life and ministry; we will consume his teachings with fervor and study the culture and history of the area in which he spent his few years in the sandals of a man. The closest attachment we can have physically to Jesus is to open the book that contains his message to us.

Ray Vander Laan of Follow the Rabbi Ministry reminds us that Jesus was a Jew; he lived like a Jew, talked like a Jew and worshipped like a Jew.

One way for us to know Jesus—and thus God the Father and the Holy Spirit—more intimately, is to carefully assess our 21st-century culture and Western attitudes in relation to and in light of the 1st-century world of Jesus. Immersing ourselves in the culture of Scripture and Jesus of Nazareth often brings additional insights to our understanding of the text. It is helpful to learn to "think Hebrew"—in the way that the original writers of the Text thought.(Ray Vander Laan)

Bible study is our weapon in a spiritual war

Like it or not, if you love Jesus you are walking around with a target drawn on your back. The rulers, authorities, powers of this dark world and the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms WILL be on the attack. You have a weapon. Become skillful in its use!

…our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms. (Ephesians 6:12)

Take the helmet of salvation and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God. (Ephesians 6:17-18)

About the Bible

The Bible is not a tame book full of neat answers. It's a two-edged sword which confronts many of our basic assumptions and prejudices.

God has spoken to man through literal verbal communication and through angels. He speaks to us daily through nature. But the Bible is unique in that it is a complete and universal revelation of the heart and mind of God, especially as it relates to the theme of the redemption of mankind.

One way in which the Bible unique is the fact that it claims for itself divine origin. 

2 Timothy 3:16 says, 

All Scripture is God-breathed…

Among the proofs that this claim is justified are the hundreds of fulfilled prophecies that it details. This stands in sharp contrast to all other so-called holy books and religious writings.

There are many other ways in which the Bible stands out among all the books that have ever been written. The Bible is a collection of sixty six separate works that were written by forty different authors in thirteen different countries on three continents over a period of fifteen hundred years. These authors were from varied backgrounds; among them were kings, prophets, fishermen, a physician, shepherds and a farmer. They wrote about extremely controversial subjects, yet without a scintilla of disagreement. On the contrary, the Bible has a unified theme throughout; it begins early in Genesis with a blood sacrifice before Eden was vacated and ends in the final chapter of the book of Revelation with references to the Lamb (that was slain). This has been referred to as the scarlet thread that runs through the scriptures.

The Bible presents a worldview that is at odds with all others on many issues, but one of them is especially notable; the Bible assumes the existence of and complete sovereignty of God. In man-made beliefs and philosophies, from evolution to pseudo-Christian religions, man’s authority is given primacy in evaluating the meaning of life. But the Bible alone presents the foundation of authority for humanity that makes it possible to truly make sense of life. Because of the Bible we can truly know who we are, where we came from and where we’re going.

The Bible speaks with unmatched clarity on a variety of critical issues, from an understanding of the necessity of justice and truth, to the reality of evil and death. The Bible provides this authoritative basis through the character of the God of the Bible, the ultimate standard of truth and reality because He alone is eternal, unchanging, and, as the Creator, is set apart from His creation (he is transcendent).

How it came to us

The steps that are involved between God revealing truth to mankind and someone subsequently being made aware of that truth are:

Revelation:  From God to man – someone hears (or otherwise senses) some truth about God or about what God is doing.

Inspiration:  From man to paper – man writes that which God wants written.

Illumination:  From paper to heart – man comprehends, with divine help, what God has written.

Revelation

Revelation is an unveiling of previously unknown material or facts.

The ways that Yahweh reveals information about himself and his relationship to man can be categorized as either natural or supernatural.

Natural revelation

We can learn a surprising number of things about God indirectly in what he has made. For example, we are beings that God created, so we can surely learn some things about God by looking at ourselves. In the same way we can learn about God from other things in his natural creation. We see that the universe is orderly and not chaotic and this teaches us some things about God’s character; if God created the universe, we can deduce that he is a God of order and not chaos. Also, it becomes obvious from a study of nature that God loves beauty and variety. 

Psalms 19:1-4

The heavens declare the glory of God;

the skies proclaim the work of his hands. 

2 Day after day they pour forth speech;

night after night they display knowledge. 

3 There is no speech or language

where their voice is not heard.  

4 Their voice goes out into all the earth,

their words to the ends of the world.

Romans 1:19-20

For since the creation of the world God's invisible qualities-his eternal power and divine nature-have been clearly seen, being understood from what has been made, so that men are without excuse. 

The revelation of God in all nature, when properly understood, is in harmony with the written Word, and is to be interpreted in the light of Scripture.

Supernatural revelation

Luke 2:8-10

And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over their flocks at night. 9 An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 10 But the angel said to them…

Acts 9:5-6

"Who are you, Lord?" Saul asked.

"I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting," he replied. 6 "Now get up and go into the city, and you will be told what you must do." 

Supernatural revelation includes God speaking to mankind through angels, the voice of God heard audibly (from whispering to shouting), and through visions and dreams.

Question: Of the four scripture references directly above (two about natural revelation and two about supernatural revelation), which do you think is the closest match to what happened when God revealed truths about himself to the human authors of scripture?

_________________________________________________________________

Inspiration:

When we say that the Bible is inspired we do not mean that the Bible is inspirational, like a book about the successful rescue of survivors of hurricane Katrina might be inspirational. We mean rather that God, not the human authors, chose the content.

As for God, his way is perfect;

the word of the LORD is flawless. (Psalms 18:30)

Above all, you must understand that no prophecy of Scripture came about by the prophet's own interpretation. 21 For prophecy never had its origin in the will of man, but men spoke from God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit. (2 Peter 1:20-21)

We believe that the original texts (the autographs) were pure, perfect and complete. We believe in the verbal plenary inspiration of the Old and New Testaments. This means that God inspired the very words (verbal) and the various constructs built by them (plenary). Since this is true we can deduce that the true Word of God is inerrant, complete, and authoritative.

We acknowledge that there are minor discrepancies in some of the manuscripts. Centuries of copying and sometimes even editing have allowed changes in vocabulary and phrasing and, to a minor extent, in the order of verses or sections. The scribes were not at all careless with the texts they copied, but as human beings they were bound to commit errors in spite of their considerable concern and care.

The Greek word “theopneustos” in 2 Timothy 3:16 literally means "God-breathed." It is found only in this verse in the New Testament.  

All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, 17 so that the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.

Inerrancy means that there are absolutely no mistakes in the Scriptures. Even though the men of God who wrote the words were imperfect men, their imperfection did not enter into the Scriptures because their writing was not of their own will, but they were moved by God (2 Peter 1:21). 

The Bible is authoritative. This means that it demands our absolute trust and obedience to all its contents. 

The Westminster Confession of Faith, Chapter I, Section IV, says,  

“The authority of the Holy Scripture, for which it ought to be believed and obeyed, dependeth not upon the testimony of any man or Church, but wholly upon God (who is truth itself), the author thereof; and therefore it is to be received, because it is the Word of God.” 

How it comes to us

A search for truth will be rewarded to the degree that a dedicated believer is willing to work hard at digging them out. It is closed to others in that the Spirit of God must cooperate in providing illumination.

Illumination:

In order for someone to understand a spiritual truth about the nature of God and his work there must be a work of the Holy Spirit.

For who among men knows the thoughts of a man except the man's spirit within him? In the same way no one knows the thoughts of God except the Spirit of God. 12 We have not received the spirit of the world but the Spirit who is from God, that we may understand what God has freely given us. 13 This is what we speak, not in words taught us by human wisdom but in words taught by the Spirit, expressing spiritual truths in spiritual words.   14 The man without the Spirit does not accept the things that come from the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him, and he cannot understand them, because they are spiritually discerned. 

(1 Corinthians 2:11-14)

The depths of spiritual darkness that surrounds us and the reluctance of fallen human nature to conform to God’s revelation of his will in the Bible must be overcome in order to study the Word effectively.

We need illumination because:

1. Mankind is naturally blind to truth because of sin. (1 Cor. 2:14, Matt. 16:16-17)

2. Satan blinds unbelievers. (2 Cor. 4:3-4)

3. We have a tendency to blindness because of carnality. (Heb 5:12-14, 1 Cor 3, 2 Pet 1)

The Holy Spirit rewards sincerity and availability in his work of illuminating the Word of God to the human mind. The Holy Spirit often seeks out the aid of a believer in performing his task of illuminating the hearts of others. See Acts 8:30, 31, 35, Acts 17:2, Acts 18:26, Acts 18:28.

Then Philip ran up to the chariot and heard the man reading Isaiah the prophet. "Do you understand what you are reading?" Philip asked. 

"How can I," he said, "unless someone explains it to me?" So he invited Philip to come up and sit with him. (Acts 8:30-31)

Exercise: In the copy of Colossians 2:8-23 given below, identify and underline examples of the attack against living the Christian life solely on scriptural authority.

8 See to it that no one takes you captive through hollow and deceptive philosophy, which depends on human tradition and the basic principles of this world rather than on Christ. 

9 For in Christ all the fullness of the Deity lives in bodily form, 10 and you have been given fullness in Christ, who is the head over every power and authority. 11 In him you were also circumcised, in the putting off of the sinful nature, not with a circumcision done by the hands of men but with the circumcision done by Christ, 12 having been buried with him in baptism and raised with him through your faith in the power of God, who raised him from the dead. 

13 When you were dead in your sins and in the uncircumcision of your sinful nature, God made you alive with Christ. He forgave us all our sins, 14 having canceled the written code, with its regulations, that was against us and that stood opposed to us; he took it away, nailing it to the cross. 15 And having disarmed the powers and authorities, he made a public spectacle of them, triumphing over them by the cross.  

16 Therefore do not let anyone judge you by what you eat or drink, or with regard to a religious festival, a New Moon celebration or a Sabbath day. 17 These are a shadow of the things that were to come; the reality, however, is found in Christ. 18 Do not let anyone who delights in false humility and the worship of angels disqualify you for the prize. Such a person goes into great detail about what he has seen, and his unspiritual mind puffs him up with idle notions. 19 He has lost connection with the Head, from whom the whole body, supported and held together by its ligaments and sinews, grows as God causes it to grow. 

20 Since you died with Christ to the basic principles of this world, why, as though you still belonged to it, do you submit to its rules: 21 "Do not handle! Do not taste! Do not touch!"? 22 These are all destined to perish with use, because they are based on human commands and teachings. 23 Such regulations indeed have an appearance of wisdom, with their self-imposed worship, their false humility and their harsh treatment of the body, but they lack any value in restraining sensual indulgence. 

Necessary Preparation

Physical Preparation

Plan a time

If you are serious about this, make Bible study a routine part of your every day activities.

Prepare your materials

Be prepared to record your observations. A digital voice recorder, computer text file or the good old fashioned pencil and notepad are options. Each individual will have his or her own preference in this regard.

Have three or four translations of the Bible available.

Prepare a scripture worksheet1 to mark on if possible (see examples in the reference section). There are worksheets available for download for several books of various Bible translations from sunergos.org. 

If you don’t do the scripture worksheets try to use a paperback Bible with wide margins that you can mark up.

Find a quiet place

Blessed are you whose kids are in school.

Spiritual Preparation – heart, mind, soul and strength

Spend some time in prayer – worship the Creator and make sure the slate is clean, so that he is free to communicate his Word and will to your heart and mind.

If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness. (1 John 1:9)

When you ask, you do not receive, because you ask with wrong motives, that you may spend what you get on your pleasures. (James 4:3)

The Inductive Method 

That body of God’s communication to man recorded in the Bible is, after all, literature, and will yield much truth when it is sincerely studied as such. It does have supernatural qualities that radically set it apart from all other literature, but one must admit to the fact that the thoughts of God as conveyed to man in the Bible are in nouns and verbs, sentences and paragraphs. 

The Bible contains many glorious insights into the work of God in the lives of man just waiting to be “discovered” by those willing to do the work of digging them out for spiritual growth and for God’s glory.

Introducing inductive Bible study 

This is the method of studying scripture that seeks to get an understanding of its message by carefully considering the meaning of basic elements (words and phrases) in their context and interrelationships and then broadens their application to sections and paragraphs. It moves methodically in a broadening fashion to a consideration of the author’s other writings for meaning and naturally concludes with an understanding of the intentions of the author. In other words, it comes to the truth of the message. This method is called “exegesis” (reading out the message). 

Inductive Bible study is the practice of moving from specifics and particulars toward generalities and, finally, to conclusions that form beliefs and doctrines.


[image: image1]
Inductive study is an observationally based study that views the Bible as a literal, historical and, of course, grammatical document. 

The alternative to this method is eisegesis2. This is the method that begins with an assumption and seeks to justify that assumption by discovering proof for it in scripture. It is reading into rather than out of scripture.

Literal

"When the plain sense of the words makes common sense, seek no other sense; therefore, take every word at its primary, ordinary, usual, literal meaning unless the facts of the immediate context, studies in the light of related words and axiomatic and fundamental truths, indicate clearly otherwise." 

Saying that we take the Bible literally does not mean that we do not allow for figures of speech such as similes, hyperbole or even sarcasm. It does mean that unless there is a compelling contextual reason to accept it otherwise, each element will be taken in its most literal application. 

There are scriptures that are clearly allegorical:

One covenant is from Mount Sinai and bears children who are to be slaves: This is Hagar. (Galatians 4:24)

Historical 

The better we understand the culture and historical setting of a given passage the better we can grasp the significance of a given text. Sometimes, a lack of understanding in these things has minimal impact, but there are passages whose meanings are inexorably intertwined with the culture or geography in which the verses were recorded.

Grammatical

Sharpen your grammar skills to make your Bible study richer.

Elements of the work (units of structure)

The elements of a literary work from micro to macro are:

1. Primary element

Term

2. Grammatical elements


Phrase


Clause


Sentence

3. Literary elements


Paragraph


Segment


Subsection


Section


Division


Book

Materials of structure

The materials of structure are:


Persons


Things


Events


Places


Times


Ideas


Purpose


Means


Method

Relationships within the structures

As you move from establishing meanings and relationships in the words and phrases toward those of the larger grammatical elements, start watching for these literary relationships.

	Comparison
	the association of like things

	Contrast
	the association of opposites

	Repetition
	reiteration of identical terms or phrases

	Continuity
	repetition of similar terms, phrases, clauses, etc.

	Continuation
	carrying through to the completion of a though or idea

	Climax
	progression from lesser to greater, and ultimately to the greatest

	Cruciality
	provision of a pivot, turning around a point or factor

	Interchange
	exchanging or alternating thoughts or ideas (usually to strengthen contrasts or comparisons)

	Progression
	either a particularization or generalization, the movement toward one away from the other

	Cause and Effect
	movement of the narrative from cause to effect or visa versa

	Instrumentation
	involving the fact of purpose or reason

	Explanation or Analysis
	the presentation of an event or idea followed by its interpretation

	Preparation or Introduction
	the inclusion of a background or setting

	Summarization
	an abridgement or compendium before or after a unit of material

	Interrogation
	employment of a question or problem followed by the answer

	Harmony
	establishing unity by means of agreement


Application of these can be somewhat subjective. Try not to have a predisposition toward a given conclusion – rather let the text within its context bring you to that.

Four Components to Inductive Bible Study

1. Observation 

Find out what the text says in isolation, to gain facts and information.

Is the term routine or non-routine? 

Is the term literal or figurative?

Biblical writers don’t use metaphors to decorate plain ideas. They use them intentionally to pack profound meaning into just a few words.

Figures of speech like hyperbole or simile should be noted.

What is the term’s identity (what part of speech is it)?

	Noun – person, place or thing
	Preposition – expresses the relationship between to nouns or noun equivalents

	Pronoun – replaces a noun
	Conjunction – connects words, phrases and clauses

	Adjective – answers the questions which, how many, what kind, etc.
	Participle – a verbal adjective (usually ends in “ing”)

	Verb – expresses action or state of being
	Gerund – a verbal noun ending in “ing”, the name of an action

	Adverb – answers the questions when, where, why, how, to what degree, etc.
	Infinitive – verb form usually preceded by “to”; may function as a noun equivalent or modifier


What is the term’s inflection? In other words, what is its

Case – (nominative, objective, possessive)

Gender – (masculine, feminine, neuter)

Number – (singular, plural)

Tense – (present, past, future)

Person – (first, second, third)

Mood – (indicative, imperative, subjunctive)

Voice – (active, passive)

Ask the interpretive questions to help focus on the obvious.

Who What Where When Why How

What are the materials found in the terms?

People Events Place Time Reason, Purpose Means or Method

2. Interpretation

The main focus in this step is to determine what the text means in order to gain understanding from the passage. This is where you begin investigating the relationships of the elements to one another.

Create those scripture study sheets or use a paperback bible with wide margins (rare to find) and mark it up like crazy. Note every observation. 

Apply all the appropriate criteria in the section above to each of the terms in your subject passage.

1. Determine and note foundational information about the passage

A. Author: 

Who is writing?

What are his circumstances?

Where is he?

Why is he there?

When in his life is he writing?

What does he say about himself?

What does he talk about most?

Why is he writing?

B. Recipient: 

Who is it written to?

How is the recipient described?

What does it say about the recipient?

What is the recipients relationship to the author?

Where is the recipient? Where not?

Why is the author writing to the recipient?

C. Other People (By name, generalization or implication)

Who are the other people?

What does the text say about them?

What may one observe about their relationship to the author or recipient?

What is their relationship to the key message (thoughts)?

2. Make a list of key words and phrases

These are generally repeated throughout the text or are terms that cannot be removed without rendering the text meaningless.

3. Look for and note comparisons, contrasts, repetitions, etc. 

4. Note references to time (now, then, later, etc.)

5. Look for conclusions of results or purpose and cause-effect in terms like, for, for this reason, so that, because, etc.

6. Note unexpected or seemingly out-of-place terms.

7. Note those terms you might have expected to see but didn’t 

For example, Paul’s comparison to law and grace in Gal. 4:21-31 in which he uses the allegory of Mt. Sinai for the law, has the name of Hagar but not Sarah. Which of their sons would you expect him to mention?

8. Look at the surrounding paragraphs and chapters within the book. 

The author’s use of identical ideas or thoughts elsewhere will also help you discover meaning within the subject passage. 

9. Determine the general literary form

A. Discourse: 

The presentation of ideas in argumentative form.

A type of literature that appeals primarily to the intellect.

B. Prose Narrative: 

In the Bible, the presentation of evangelical or theological history.

A type of literature that appeals primarily to the imagination and emotions.

C. Poetry



Scriptural poetry is sometimes figurative, sometimes emotional and almost always employs parallels.

D. Drama



Includes the vivid description of events, sometimes with personification and particularization for emotional effect.

E. Parable



There are two parts to a parable; the truth that it seeks to express, and the statement that is made which brings it to light.

F. Apocalyptic Literature



An uncovering or revealing, the Bible’s use of this literature is usually heavy with symbolism. Large parts of Daniel and Revelation utilize it to a great degree.

3. Derivation of Principles (truths that establish doctrine)

Ask yourself what eternal truths are being taught in the passage you’ve studied?

What are the commands, exhortations, warnings and admonitions?

Restate the author’s propositions, arguments, narration and illustrations in sufficiently complete units to clearly convey the truths that the Spirit of God has revealed to you.

Give titles to sections and chapters (it will help if existing ones have been deleted from the scripture worksheets you’ve produced).

4. Application

Ask yourself, what does this mean?

And then, what does this mean to me?

Meditate on the truths you’ve found.

Worship their Author.

Memorize them so that you will be less likely to sin against him.

Reference

1. Scripture worksheets. This is a passage of scripture copied to or otherwise written on a sheet of paper in a way that leaves lots of room in the margins and between the lines for notes and markings as you record your observations.

Examples of a marked one and blank one follow:
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(worksheet)                 

1 But as for you, teach what is consistent with healthy

doctrine. 2 Older men are to be sober, serious, sensible, and

sound in faithfulness, love, and endurance. 3 Likewise, older

women are to show their reverence for God by their behavior.

They are not to be gossips or addicted to alcohol, but to be

examples of goodness. 4 They should encourage the younger

women to be lovers of their husbands, lovers of their children,

5 sensible, pure, managers of their households, and kind, and to

submit themselves to their husbands, lest the word of God be

discredited.

6 Likewise, encourage the younger men to be sensible.

7 Always set an example of good works. When you teach, show

integrity and dignity. 8 Use wholesome speech that cannot be

condemned. Then any opponent will be ashamed because he

cannot say anything bad about us.

2. Eisegesis (from the Greek εἰσηγεῖσθαι; 'to lead in') is the process of interpretation of an existing text in such a way as to introduce one's own ideas. This is best understood when contrasted with exegesis. While exegesis draws out the meaning from the text, eisegesis occurs when a reader reads his/her interpretation into the text. As a result, exegesis tends to be objective when employed effectively while eisegesis is regarded as highly subjective. An individual who practices eisegesis is known as an eisegete, as someone who practices exegesis is known as an exegete. The term eisegete is often used in a mildly derogative fashion. (from wikipedia.org)
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